
 

 

An Bord Pleanála 

64 Marlborough Street 

Dublin 1 

 

 
 

Our ref: 220623 
Your ref: N/A 

 
Date: 2nd April 2024   
 
 
Re: Substitute Consent Application for 25 no. deviations from the permitted Meenbog Windfarm 
development (granted under ABP PA05E.300460) in the townlands of Croaghonagh and Meenbog, 
County Donegal. 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
On behalf of our client, Planree Ltd, hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’, MKO have been 
appointed to prepare and lodge this application for Substitute Consent with An Board Pleanála (the 
‘Board’) in accordance with S177E of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) in 
relation 25 no. deviations to the permitted wind farm at Meenbog, Co. Donegal. The development, as 
per the public notices, constitutes the following: 
 
“Planree Ltd, intend to apply for substitute consent for development of this site, in the townlands of 

Meenbog and Croaghonagh, Co. Donegal. 

Leave to apply for substitute consent in relation to this development was granted by An Bord Pleanála 

under Section 177D of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), register reference 

ABP-314062-22. This application is made pursuant to Section 177E of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended, and as provided for in section 41(12) of the Planning and Development, 

Maritime and Valuation (Amendment) Act 2022). 

The development for which substitute consent is being sought consists of:  

Deviations from the wind farm permitted under ABP-300460-17 (amended by ABP-303729-19). The 

deviations relate to wind farm roads and hardstand areas, peat management measures, borrow pits, site 
drainage measures, and all ancillary works.  

The application for substitute consent is accompanied by a remedial Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (rEIAR) and a remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS).” 

In support of this Substitute Consent Application, 6 copies of each of the following documentation has 
been included along with this cover letter: 
 

 A duly completed Application Form;  
 Copy of the Newspaper Notice, as published in Irish Independent on 2nd April 2024, 

including 1 no. Original copy;  
 Copy of the Site Notice dated 2nd April 2024, as erected on site; 
 EIA Portal Confirmation Notice (Portal ID 2024058), included in Appendix 3 of this cover 

letter; 
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 Planning Application Drawings, as prepared by MKO (*Please note that the Drainage 
Drawings are As Built drawings which illustrate the Permitted Development Wind Farm red 
line boundary),  

o List of drawings included in Appendix 1 of this cover letter; 
 Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR): 

o Including all Appendices 
 Remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS): 

o Including all Appendices; and 
 Planning Report, as prepared by MKO, including: 

o Confirmation of Grant of Leave to Apply for Substitute Consent from An Bord 
Pleanála, as included in Appendix 1 of the Planning Report and Appendix 2 of this 
cover letter, 

 An electronic copy of all the application documentation has also been furnished to An Bord 
Pleanála, via USB – 2 no. copies provided; 

 The application fee of €11,280, in the form of a cheque made out to An Bord Pleanála, the 
fee calculation for which is set out as follows:  

Basis of Calculation: 

Class 13 Development: Development not coming within any of the of the foregoing classes.  
Retention Permission Fee: €240, or €30 for each 0.1 hectare of site area, whichever is the greater.  
  
€30 x 0.1ha = €300 x 1ha  
€300 x 37.6ha = €11,280   
 
Legal Background and Legislative Context: 

This comprises an application to An Bord Pleanála for Substitute Consent in respect of deviations 

carried out to a permitted wind farm development at Meenbog, Co. Donegal, which is currently 

under construction. An Bord Pleanála (‘the Board’) granted planning permission via the Strategic 

Infrastructure Development (SID) process to Planree Ltd (‘The Applicant’) for a 19-turbine wind farm 

development in Meenbog, Co. Donegal (ABP Ref: PA05E.300460) on 25th June 2018, subject to 20 

no. conditions.  

In this case, the permitted wind farm development is partially complete and therefore, substitute 

consent is being sought under Section 177E only for those elements of the development which have 

been completed without the benefit of planning permission. The works associated with the permitted 

wind farm development are not subject to this Substitute Consent application.  

The primary reason for Subject Development relates to the need to often make minor deviations to 

the infrastructure as presented in the planning application drawings for the permitted development in 

response to actual conditions encountered on the ground, during the construction of such wind farm 

developments. In large-scale strategic infrastructure and civil engineering projects, some minor 

deviations from planning-stage designs are commonplace due to the greater level of detail required for 

the preparation of detailed engineering and construction designs prior to construction, or to adapt to 

ground conditions encountered on-site. The project engineers recommend and implement minor 

modifications in order to improve the safety and constructability of the development as and when 

circumstances, unforeseen at planning level, dictate. These circumstances often do not become 

apparent until construction has commenced.  
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Accordingly, an rEIAR has been prepared to describe the impacts of this development and is 

submitted herewith. Simultaneously, the application documentation also includes a remedial Natura 

Impact Statement (rNIS) in relation to that part of the Meenbog windfarm deviations that has been 

carried out.  

Notices, Drawings Scales and Documentation 

The format and scale of application drawings submitted are consistent with those provided in the 

previous applications that have been lodged in relation to the Meenbog wind farm development, and 

which have previously been deemed acceptable by the consenting authority. MKO have had 

correspondence with Sorcha Skelly in An Bord Pleanála, who has advised that alternative scales are 

acceptable in this case. 

Six paper copies of each document in the application pack, including the rEIAR, and rNIS, are being 

furnished to the Board, as well as an electronic searchable version of all application documentation, as 

per the agreement and request of the Board via Sorcha Skelly. Should further soft copies be required, 

please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Recommencement of Works  

Donegal County Council commenced section 160 proceedings against Planree on 3 April 2023. The 

notice of motion sought orders restraining the carrying out of any unauthorised development on the 

site pending the regularisation of the development through a substitute consent application. The 

proceedings were heard over 3 days in the High Court on 19-21 March 2024 and judgment has been 

reserved. Planree Ltd undertook to the court to lodge and pursue to a conclusion, a substitute consent 

application. The within application is made in that regard. If permitted by the High Court, Planree 

intends to complete the permitted development while this application for substitute consent is being 

processed by the Board in respect of the existing deviations from the original permission. Planree will 

keep the Board informed of its intentions in this regard. 

Site Access 

In relation to carrying out site inspections of the Meenbog Windfarm development, the applicants can 

facilitate appropriate health and safety induction as necessary. In this regard we request that the Board 

contact MKO at info@mkoireland.ie in order to schedule the necessary site induction process. 

We trust that the information provided will prove sufficient detail to inform the Board’s decision on 

this matter, however, if the Board requires any additional information, the Applicant will endeavour to 

provide same and look forward to hearing from the Board further in due course. 

Yours faithfully, 
 

------------------------------------------------ 

Meabhann Crowe,  
Senior Planner, 
MKO  

Appendices:  

 Appendix 1: Drawing Issue Sheet  

 Appendix 2: Copy of Leave to Apply Decision & Extension Request Grant from An Bord Pleanála 

 Appendix 3: EIA Portal Confirmation 

mailto:info@mkoireland.ie
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______________________________________________Appendix 1 
Drawing Issue Sheet 
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______________________________________________Appendix 2 
Copy of Leave to Apply Decision & Extension Request Grant from An Bord Pleanála   
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______________________________________________Appendix 3 
EIA Portal Confirmation 
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______________________________________________Appendix 1 
Drawing Issue Sheet 
  



 

 

Schedule of Drawings 
 

220623 – 01 Site Location Map  1: 20,000 @A3 

220623 – 01a Site Notice Location Map A 1:2,500 @A3 

220623 – 01b Site Notice Location Map B 1:2,500 @A3 

220623 – 01c Site Notice Location Map C 1:2,500 @A3 

220623 – 02 Site Layout Key Plan  1: 20,000 @A3 

220623 – 03 Deviation No 1 1:500 @A3 

220623 – 04 Deviation No 2 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 05 Deviation No 3 & 19 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 06 Deviation No 4 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 07 Deviation No 5 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 08 Deviation No 6 & 7 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 09 Deviation No 8 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 10 Deviation No 9 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 11 Deviation No 10 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 12 Deviation No 11 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 13 Deviation No 14 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 14 Deviation No 15 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 15 Deviation No 16 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 16 Deviation No 12, 17, 20 & 24 1:1,000 @A1 

220623 – 17 Deviation No 20 & 24 1:1,000 @A1 

220623 – 18 Deviation No 13, 18 &21 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 19 Deviation No 22 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 20 Deviation No 23 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 21 Deviation No 25 1:1,000 @A3 

220623 – 22 Deviation 2 Section  Details 1:125 @A1 

220623 – 23 Deviation 4 Section Details 1:200 @A1 

220623 – 24 Deviation 11 Section Details 1:125 @A1 

220623 – 25 Deviation 15 Section Details 1:200 @A1 

220623 – 26 Deviation 25 Section Details 1:125 @A1 

220623 – 27 Section Through Solid Road 1:50 @ A3 

220623 – 28 Section Through Peat Berm 1:100 @ A3 

D801 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 1 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 

D802 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 2 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 

D803 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 3 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 

D804 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 4 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 

D805 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 5 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 

D806 As Built Drainage Layout Sheet 6 of 6 1:2,500 @A1 
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______________________________________________Appendix 2 
Copy of Leave to Apply Decision & Extension Request Grant from An Bord Pleanála   
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______________________________________________Appendix 3 
EIA Portal Confirmation 
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Aine Bourke

From: Housing Eiaportal <EIAportal@housing.gov.ie>
Sent: Tuesday 2 April 2024 08:26
To: Aine Bourke
Subject: EIA Portal Confirmation Notice Portal ID 2024058

 
Dear Aine, 
 
An EIA Portal notification was received on 02/04/2024  in respect of this proposed application. The information provided has 
been uploaded to the EIA Portal on 02/04/2024 under EIA Portal ID number 2024058 and is available to view at 
http://housinggovie.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d7d5a3d48f104ecbb206e7e5f84b71f1. 
 
Portal ID: 2024058 
 
Competent Authority: An Bord Pleanála 
 
Applicant Name: Planree Ltd. 
 
Location: Meenbog Windfarm, in the townlands of Croaghonagh, and 
Meenbog, County Donegal 
 
Description: Substitute Consent is sought for deviations from the Wind Farm 
(permitted under ABP-300460-17 and amended under ABP-303729 
-19) relating to roads, hardstand areas, peat management 
measures, borrow pits, site drainage measures, and all ancilliary 
works. 
 
Linear Development: No 
   
Date Uploaded to Portal: 02/04/2024 
 
Kindest Regards, 
 
Hugh Wogan, 
 
EIA Portal team 

—— 

An Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta  
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Átha Cliath 1, D01 W6X0 
Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0 

—— 
T +353 (0) 1 888 2142   
 
www.gov.ie/housing 

 

 Caution: This is an external email and may be malicious. Please take care when clicking links or 
opening attachments.  
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